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library on childhood and the problems it presents or, perhaps 
unfortunately, is coming to be thought to present. The content 
is a series of sketches on the life of a usual little boy from about 
two to seven years of age and the temptations and struggles and 
falls of the human soul in its beginnings are familiar to all pa- 
rents. Equally familiar and interesting are the very natural 
portrayals of the parents' attitude when these delicate points 
arise, and it is in this that quite subtly a good deal of philosophy 
and suggestion and child-psychology are worked in to add to 
the vast and infinite store of knowledge requisite for latter day 
parenthood. The publishers must be thanked for offering this 
little book in very attractive form and binding. 

The Young O'Briens: Being an Account of their Sojourn in London. By 
the author of "Elizabeth's Children." New York: The Bodley Head, 
John Lane Company. 1906. $1.50. 

A not altogether unsympathetic observer once designated a 
family of children as "a lot of terrible young ruffians" and one 
is reminded of this in making the acquaintance of "The Young 
O'Briens." This interesting aggregation is forced by money 
troubles and the ill-health of the mother from a charming, free 
out-door life in Ireland to the confinement and restrictions of a 
well-conducted old maid aunt's home in London. The young peo- 
ple are depressed but in no sense controlled by their new circum- 
stances and their entire freedom from any feeling of responsibility 
or delicate consideration of their aunt and her property produces 
confusion in London. The humor of the book and personal attrac- 
tions of the characters united with their Irish luck produces a 
series of interesting episodes and diffuse a spirit of bonhomie 
which wins the aunt and breaks through the mist of initial 
reserve in the reader. 



POETRY 

Selections from the Poetry of John Payne. Made by Tracy and 
Lucy Robinson. With an Introduction by Lucy Robinson. New York : 
The Bodley Head, The John Lane Co. 1906. 

John Payne is best known for his expressive rendering of the 
"Arabian Nights," — which Burton, it is said, notoriously pil- 
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fered in his version — and as translator of other works from the 
Arabic and Persian as well as of Villon and Boccaccio. His 
work in original verse was first popularly made known by Glee- 
son White's delightful collection of Ballades, Rondeaus, etc., in 
the Canterbury Poets series, where several selections from John 
Payne were given. In the same series Samuel Waddington's 
collection of "Sonnets of This Century" introduced John Payne 
as sonneteer. As might be expected, Mr. Payne shows in his 
poems the result of his world-wide acquaintance with other lan- 
guages and literary forms. His most frequent forms are thus, 
after the opening "Dedication to Richard Wagner," the tale in 
verse, i. e., the Ballad and the Romance ; the numerous French 
forms — the madrigal, rondel, rondeau, chant royal, barcarole, 
pantoum — a language and literature that was very close to 
him ; and twenty sonnets at the close, including one in Itallian 
(after Milton's example) and two in French. 

While all these are suited to his genius, to a lover of the 
legends and tales of long ago and otherwhere, the ballad form 
is peculiarly his. His admirers compare "The Ballad of Isobel" 
with Rossetti's "Blessed Damozel" and wish to contend that 
were it so well known it would be as much admired. But this 
is going too far. Both are based upon the supernatural ; and 
while we may find John Payne's poem tender and graceful, it has 
not the magical halo of other-worldliness that is shed about Ros- 
setti's masterpiece. 

A Shropshire Lad. By A. E. Housman. New York: The Bodley Head, 
The John Lane Co. 1906. 

It is a dainty note the Shropshire Lad sings, though it pro- 
ceeds from an instrument of not very wide register. The poems 
— fifty-three in number — are all lyrical and of the country-side, 
descriptive of the woods and phases of the country and of the 
thoughts of country-folk. From this it is an easy passage to 
the country tale of mingled superstition and realism, the curi- 
ous blending of supernatural belief and gross actuality, with a 
tinge of humor and of fatalism. The Shropshire Lad, a child 
of the country, has been able still to keep this folk-feeling. The 
origin of his muse is the folk-song, and its expression never de- 



